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Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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T. R. at Riverhead Fair 


Just a line to let you know how 
much we enjoy the Forum. The 
January number brought remem- 
brance; of the County Fair at Riv- 
erhead. My father was a life 
member and he would take his 3- 
seated wagon and team and drive 
us there. Mother packed a basket 
of lunch, and we as children in- 
vited our friends, and what a day 
we had! 

My parents met friends and rela- 
tives from the south side. Oliver 
Corwin was gatekeeper, and he al- 
ways let our friends and family in 
free. Later I was one of the judges 
in the antique department and fa- 
ther judged in the grain depart- 
ment. Mother and I entered our 
work in the ladies’ department and 
often won a blue or red ribbon. 


I remember well when Theodore 


Roosevelt, then Governor of New 
York State, visited the Fair. A 
special pletform was erected in 


front of the grandstand and every- 
one crowded around when he ar- 
rived. But instead of mounting the 
platform, he let down the tailboard 
of a spring wagon, jumped up and 
gave a wonderful oration. 

He was a great American. I re- 
member his silk hat, eyeglasses 
with ribbon, striped trousers and 
black cutaway coat as he held the 
crowd spellbound. 

(Mrs.) Flora S. Leslie, Cutchogue. 


Another Blizzardaire 


The article in the March Forum 
telling of events in the Blizzard of 
1888 brought to mind the little red 
sled (which we still have) into 
which my father tucked my brother 
Bill and me and took us out to 
get kindling wood and groceries, 
the morning after the blizzard.. 

I was just a tiny kid but I still 
remember the huge drifts that 
reached up to the Third Avenue El 
tracks near where we lived on 118th 
street in New York. 


Charles D. Cords, Counsellor at 
Law, Brooklyn (and Huntington). 





FREEPORT 8-1212 





86 E. SUNRISE H'WAY 








SWEZEY FUEL CO. 


Coal and Fuel Oils 
Patchogue and Port Jefferson 


GRover 3-0270 Pt. Jef. 555 














Funeral! Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1086 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 














Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. 


Tel. 


Amityville 


Amityville 4-1350 














Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 
At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 














LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 


AMityville 4-0225 
Near Amityvile Depot 























MAY 1959 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


““Ohe “House “Beside the “Road” 


ET me live in a house beside 

the road, And be a friend 

to man,’ could be well adopted 
as the motto and the spirit of 
the occupants of this old land- 
mark, one of the very oldest now 
in the town of Smithtown. The 
old house is a picture in itself, 
surrounded by the old fashioned 
shrubs and flowers. It has been 
used as a Christmas card decien. 
The house is old. very old. It has 
withstood the Winter's cold and 
snow and the Summer's rain and 
heat for more than two hundred 
years. It stands today on a small 
portion of those thousands of acres 
once owned and controlled by the 
renowned Richard “Bull Smith.”’ 


The large tract from “ye upper 
way, the road west of the now 
Moriches Road (which was not 
then cut through), east to the Mill's 
line, and south nearly to Lake Ron- 
konkoma, was given by Richard 
Bull Smith to his son, Job Smith I, 
and Job Smith I provided in his 
will that it should go to his son, 
Joseph Smith I. Just what build- 
ings, if any, were erected by Jo- 
seph Smith upon this beautiful 
piece of property we do not know, 
nor do we know the location of his 
house, or even the place of his 
burial. 


“Smithtown Records’ edited by 
William §. Pelletreau, A. M., to 
whom I am much indebted for data 
concerning the early history of 
Smithtown and her people, has 
been of much help along various 
lines, historically. Dr. Frederick 
K. Smith of Warren, Ohio, in his 
research has thrown much light up- 
on the subject. Scattered notes re- 
ferring to the great ‘Bull Smith” 
family, she herself being a mem- 
ber, collected by the late Mrs. Ellen 
Taylor Newton, of Smithtown, and 
also much correct data from her 
daughter, Mrs. Julia Newton Mun- 
son, also of Smithtown, have been 
of great help in writing up this 
little historical sketch. My father, 
the late Captain Benjamin Griffith 
Smith of Port Jefferson, having been 
born in the old Captain John Clark 
place at the Head of the Harbor, 
Saint James, and his father born 
in the little house pictured above, 


Rev. John Augustus Smith 
Editor’s Note 


The following article, now being 
printed for the first time, was writ- 
ten some thirty years ago by the 
Rev. John Augustus Smith, then of 
Stony Brook, whose original manu- 
script came to us from Mrs. Wil- 
liam H. Smith of Stony Brook. 

In giving the history of the ven- 
erable old house, the author also 
presents many interesting facts 
having to do with certain descen- 
dants of Richard ‘‘Bull’’ Smith, the 
founder of the town of Smithtown. 
Although the subsequent history of 
the house is not included, we might 
add that it is now owned and oc- 
cupied by Mr. Leon S. Barton, 
A.1.A., prominent architect. 





knew so well most of the old peo- 
ple and the old places in and 
around Saint James, that conversa- 
tions upon the subject were always 
full of interest and help. 
“Smithtown Records’? show that 
Joseph Smith I married Mary Ald- 
rich and left cchildren, viz: Joseph 
2nd, David, Stephen, Gershom, 
Gilbert, Rahamah, Jenny, Mary, 
and Mehitable. To his third son, 
Stephen Smith, Joseph Smith I left 
a large portion of his estate run- 
ning on both sides of the North 
Country Road from what is now 
Highland Avenue, nearly to Mill's 
Pond as far south as Lake Ronkon- 
koma. From various accounts, ‘‘the 
house beside the road’ was built 
for Stephen Smith as early as 1735. 





The little old house appears 
small, yet it is roomy, containing 
eight good sized rooms. The old 
fireplace still remains in the living 
room which in the early days was 
the parlor, furnished and used only 
upon state occasions, such as fu- 
nerals, weddings, and family gath- 
erings. Like all old homes of its 
time, in the kitchen was the old 
fireplace and the crane which hung 
in it for cooking purposes, and the 
old Dutch oven used for the family 
baking. The house is now painted 
green. 

Stephen Smith married as early 
as 1740 Sarah Smith, daughter of 
Obediah Smith, son of Samuel 
Smith. He built his house, some 
say in the vicinity of the present 
school building in Saint James. 
Others say he built his house farth- 
er east nearer the eastern boundary 
of his vast estate, maybe the old 
house that still stands near the 
curve of the road leading from 
Saint James to Stony Brook. In all 
probability he and his wife lived 
for a time in the little house where 
a son, Peter Smith, was born, 1743- 
5, and a daughter, Sarah, born 
1747. 


Peter Smith married in 1770 
Eunice Smith, daughter of Na- 
thaniel and Jerusha Topping Smith, 
of Moriches. Stephen Smith gave 
or leased ‘the house beside the 
road” to his son, Peter Smith, 
where their three children were 
born: Obediah Smith, born 1773, 
died 1824; James Smith, born 1774, 





Sketch of the Venerable House 
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died Dec. 21, 1821; Isaac Smith, 
born 1775, died Oct. 24, 1851. 
Peter Smith held a number of lo- 
cal offices, among them that of 
“Overseer of the Poor’, from 1776 
to 1780, the year in which he died. 

Stephen Smith died between 1785 
and 1800. In his will dated 1783, 
he writes: “I leave to my loving 
grandson, Obediah Smith, my 
homestead, taking in my dwelling 
house in which I now live, etc. I 
leave to my loving grandsons, 
Isaac and James Smith, a tract of 
land with the house where their 
father, Peter Smith, lived.’’ He left 
his entire estate to his grandsons, 
making mention of his granddaugh- 
ter, Eunice Conklin. 

Obediah Smith married about 
1795 Elizabeth Smith, daughter of 
Job Smith III and Ruth Smith. To 
them were born three children: 
Harley Smith, never married; Sarah 
Smith, married Brush of North- 
port; Eliza Smith, never married. 

James Smith married December 
7, 1803 Clarissa Smith, born 1784, 
died March 26 1855, daughter of 
Jesse Smith, son of Floyd and Char- 
ity Smith. Their children were: 
Edwin A. (“Ed Grant Smith’). 
born 1805; Julia Elmore Smith, 
born 1808; Ruth Smith, born 1810; 
Flovd Smith, born 1813; Rebecca 
Smith, born 1815; Charity Lavinia 
Smith, born 1818, married Samuel 
Paul Smith; James Smith. 


Isaac Smith, third son of Peter 
and Eunice Smith, married in 1794 
Juliana Hawkins, daughter of Col- 
onel Eleazer Hawkins, of Setauket. 
He fell heir to vast acreage, as has 
been stated, ahout 1600 acres, 
through the will of his grand- 
father, Stephen Smith who also left 
him his tailoring outfit, therefore, 
the old “gooseneck” remained in 
the family for a number of years. 
Because of the fact that he took up 
tailoring, he was known as “Tailor 
Isaac Smith’”’ and this nickname re- 
mained with him until his demise, 
October 24, 1851. His wife, Ju- 
liana Hawkins Smith, passed away 
June 9, 1812. For a number of 
years they lived in “the house be- 
side the road’’ where nearly if not 
all his children were born: 

Nathaniel Smith, born 1796, 
died September 26, 1839, unmar- 
ried; Juliana Smith, born June 27, 
1798, died Sept. 30, 1872; Isaac 
Smith, Jr., born Oct. 16, 1800, died 


Continued on page 92 
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Our Hudson Seal—Ohe eWCuskrat 


Ra ave you eaten any Mary- 

land terrapin or marsh rabbit 

lately ? It is dark red meat with a 

wild gamey flavor, always tastes like 

more, and the price is reasonable 
even on high class menus. 

If the menu read Hudson Seal, 
you would then know what the 
meat was because Hudson Seal is 
the trade name for muskrat. But 
ladies would not care to have rats 
around their necks. And anything 
with the word “rat’’ is equally ob- 
noxious when it comes to food. 
Muskrat meat, therefore, carries the 
Maryland terrapin and marsh rab- 
bit appellation. 

Muskrats seem to appear only on 
the North American continent and 
from Alaska to Mexico. They in- 
habit marshes, ponds and streams 
where the water is fresh or brackish. 
[ am unable to find anyone who 
claims to have seen their living 
quarters in salt water. Muskrat diet 
includes the roots, stems and leaves 
of water plants and fresh water 
mussels. At times they get into 
cornfields and bean patches but 
euch raids are few and far between. 
They usually stick to aquatic plant 
life. 

Muskrats are slow, clumsy and 
awkward on land. During the day 
they stay close to water as they 
feel much safer in water than any- 
where else. They are excellent 
swimmers and divers. The front 
feet are held beneath the neck. The 
hind feet are large, somewhat web- 
bed and used like skin-divers’ 
flippers. 

A muskrat’s tail is almost as long 
as the body and is rather a use- 
less thing. It is naked and scaly 
and compressed vertically. The tail 
seems simply to follow along al- 
though some people claim it is an 
aid in swimming and may be used 
to smack the water in warning as 
does a beaver. On land it drags 
and leaves an irregular wavy track. 

Muskrats are relatives of meadow 
mice. Thev are of a heavv. chunky 
build on short legs and about the 
size of small cats. The color of the 
fur is a rich brown going almost 
black on the back. The under fur 


is gray and shows through con- 


Julian Denton Smith 


spicuously on the underside. Naked 
parts are blackish. 

In Louisiana and loca- 
tioas muskrats breed all year. In 
the north the young are born only 
in the spring 
litter. 


warmer 


four to six in a 

In summer muskrats live in bur- 
rows at the side of streams, ditches, 
ponds and lakes. The burrows slant 
upward from below the water level 
and terminate in a room far back 
and above high water 

Usually muskrats build their win- 
ter homes in fresh or brackish water. 
They pile quantities of aquatic 
plants in great dome-shaped heaps 
and then hollow out a space inside 
for living quarters. The decision 
on the height of the living quarters 
is an engineering calculation. The 
muskrat has to estimate the very 
tip-top flood stage to be experi- 
enced in the months ahead and 
then make his floor above that 
point. Faulty judement can mean 
he could be flooded out in the 
middle of the winter. The entrance 
to the house is always below water. 

For several generations Long Is- 
land boys have been making spend- 


ing money from the sale of musk- 
rat fur. They have run trap lines, 
skinned. the catch, dried the skins 
and sold the produce. One buyer 
used to be Sears, Roebuck. Prior 
to World War I the best price a 
kid could get for a single skin was 
75¢ to $1 according to quality. The 
fur brought more in the spring than 
fall because the coat was thicker 
and of longer hair in the spring. 
By 1930 the prices had advanced 
to $1.25 to $3.25. At that price 
even young men found it very worth 
their while to trap muskrats. 


The traps used are made of steel. 
They are most frequently set in 
runways where the water is about 
two inches deep. They also work 
set back a bit from the water's 
edge. The traps are wired or chain- 
ed so that when snapped both trap 
and trapped fall into deeper water. 
Then the muskrat drowns. When 
drowning does not result, the musk- 
tat is likely to free itself even 
though it may be necessary to chew 
off a leg. 

The traps are usually baited in 
one way or another with apple, 
carrot, turnip or potato. Pieces 
may be strewn around the trap and 
lightly covered with grass. Some- 
times pieces of bait are fastened at 
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At Swan Creek, East Patchogue, 1930s 
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the top of a short stake above the 
trap so the muskrat in reaching for 
the bait may fall into the trap. 
Ingenious schemes of baiting are 
employed with varying degrees of 
success. One very favorite bait is 
the contents of the musk gland 
smeared on objects as lures. Both 
sexes have these musk glands as- 
sociated with the genital openings. 
The characteristic musky odor is 
exuded by these glands. 

In skinning a muskrat the skin 
comes off so that the fur is on the 
inside — like turning a sleeve in- 
side out. The skins are stretched 
on wooden shingles or over wire 
frames for drying. This operation 
makes no attempt to cure the skins, 
it only dries them. 


Muskrats seem to care nothing 
about water temperatures. Every 
time they go in or out of their 
house it must be by swimming 
under water. They move about free- 
ly under ice, and that is cold water. 
Birds, too, can stand cold water. 
They are often observed in the 
dead of winter bathing delightedly 
in a newly filled bird bath. The 
bird action can be accounted for 
by the normal temperature of the 
bird’s body. It runs nine or ten 
degrees higher than ours — usually 
slightly below 110°. Perhaps musk- 
rats also maintain a similar high 
temperature. 


Like all rodents, muskrats have 
pronounced chisel-teeth in pairs 
above and below. These pairs do 
not fit tightly to the teeth on either 
side. There are spaces to permit 
the lips being brought inside to 


keep water out when the animals 
are gnawing under water. 

I enjoy watching muskrats swim- 
ming. Only the top of the head 
including the nose appears above 
water. Perhaps it is better descrip- 
tion to say that the top of the head 
including the nose breaks water. 
All other parts are submerged. Two 
lines of ripples form to either side 
like a V. If it were not for the 
telltale V, I do not know that I 
would ever spot a muskrat in the 
water. When alarmed, he nose- 
dives in a great hurry and with 
tremendous tail thrashing. Even at 
that the tail, with all its activity, 
is not much help in getting under 
water. He disappears about as fast 
as a coot — and that is like light- 
ning. An occasional surface swirl 
may show his location under water. 

While muskrats’ greatest enemy 
is the trapper, there is a very real 
natural enemy. Minks raid musk- 
rat houses to make a meal on the 
young. Mink are in the water what 
another kind of weasel is on land 
and as martens are in trees. 

Apparently muskrats will be 
among the last of the Long Island 
wild creatures to leave the scene as 
human population squeezes out 
everything else. They are still evi- 
dent in our streams and ponds al- 
though greatly reduced in numbers. 
I doubt that there are now enough 
muskrats to provide spending mon- 
ey for very many youngsters. 


I do enjoy every copy of the 
Forum so much. My family were 
early settlers in Southold. Emily 
J. Kratoville, Riverhead. 
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“Gale of the (Crippled Schooner 


THs story, of which I have been 

unable to find any recorded 
details, came to me in a peculiar 
way. Shortly after my marriage 
we had occasion to employ a nurse 
who had been born on one of the 
large estates on the South Shore, 
where her father was superinten- 
dent. Her family had lived in the 
Babylon area for many genera- 
tions: I believe since about 1790, 
and she was full of tales of the 
old days. The story she told me 
was related to her by her grand- 
father, who had heard it from his 
father. No doubt it was well em- 
bellished on the way down, but 
in view of the fact that I have been 
able to establish the truth of other 
tales told me by the same woman, 
I consider it too good and _ too 
probable to discard. 


It seems that some ten or fifteen 
years after the close of the Revo- 
lutionary War, and while many of 
the inhabitants of the South Shore 
were veterans of that conflict, a7 
odd-lockiiny, three-masted vessel 
came through Fire Island inlet on 
a flood tide. She was piloted by a 
badly-scared fisherman who lived in 
Babylon, and who had been borne 
down upon and taken by the ship 
some miles off shore; in spite of 
his frantic efforts to escape. His 
own small boat was in tow, the only 
small ray of hope the man_ had 
that he would be released if he 
piloted the ship safely into the 
bay after crossing the bar, which 
at that time practically closed the 
inlet. 

Many a time the fisherman told 
how the captain of the ship held 
a pistol against the side of his head 
and assured him that if she touched 
bottom, his brains would be blown 
out. This in the most polished 
terms, and accompanied by repeated 
assurance of release plus ample re- 
ward. The fisherman had two hours 
of time in which to take good note 
of the ship, the over-polite captain 
and the crew. His description was 
more than unique, and completely 
baffling to both local authorities 
and neighbors. 


In the first place, the ship was 
not overly large for a three-master, 


Douglas Tuomev 


and was unusually narrow in the 
beam for her length, indicating 
that she was capable of tremendous 
speed. It was obvious that she 
had been through a heavy engage- 
ment and was in bad shape and 
leaking dangerously. The entire 
poop and cabin were demolished, 
bulwarks splintered and rent to 
shreds, and most of her guns un- 
mounted. Her top-hamper was 
riddled and had been s»liced in 
a hundred places. Looking at the 
wreck of the after-cabin, and the 
signs of the. fire that must have 
raged there, the fisherman knew 
that the ship was probably without 
charts or maps, and perhaps with- 
out navigating instruments of any 
kind. The ship flew no flag, and 
evidently had been painted black 
with a mixture of pitch and oil. 
The description of the crew was 
strange. Contrary to the usual 
boisterous gang which manned un- 
named vessels, this crew were 
quiet and orderly. They were licht- 
ly clad, as though for the tronics, 
and while not exactly in uniform, 
there was a certain similarity in 
their dress. All were heavily beard- 
ed, some with the beard braided. 


The ship was very badly under- 
manned. 

The captain had all the earmarks 
of a gentleman, and in carriage, 
speech and actions, the fisherman 
was reminded, he said, of the Brit- 
ish officers he had seen during the 
war. This man, however, was not 
English, Scotch or Irish, but either 
Spanish or Portugese, and probably 
from his speech, the latter. 


True to his promise, the captain 
dropped his guide into his boat 
when the ship was safely in the 
bay, but only after lengthy ques- 
tioning about his surroundings. 
What was the name of the dune- 
covered island? Who lived on the 
mainland and how heavily was it 
occupied? What was the name of 
that town where the church steeple 
showed against the horizon, and 
were troops ever quartered there? 
Evidently the answers were satis- 
factory, because after dropping 
their pilot the ship moved slowly 
east inside the beach and came to 


anchor about opposite Sagtikos 
Manor. She made no effort to hide 
her activities, and for two days 


and nights work went on in renair- 
ing her hull and rigging. During 


this time, both day and night, a 


Continued on page 97 





Lif> Saving Crew of 1890's 
Among the U.S. Life Saving Ser- 
vice crews stationed about every 
five miles along the south shore 
of the island before the service be- 
came that of the U.S. Coast Guard 
was a notable one connected with 


the Tiana station in Southampton 
Town. 


This photograph shows from left 
to right John Caffery, Jacob Car- 
ter, Benjamin Rogers, Howard 
Corwin, William Terrell, Charles 
Van Hise and John Carter. 
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“Oorwin agin Corwin” 


For forty years the Battle-Axe 
and I have been getting along on 
more or less quiet and friendly 


terms. Then you publish Capt. 
Wilbur A. Corwin’s letter about 
Judge Wilmot M. Smith. As this 


letter strongly inferred that the 
Judge had naught to do with “Far 
Above Cayuga’s Waters” and as 
Momma’s mother was Judge 
Smith’s sister, things ain’t been the 
same around home since she read 
the letter. In fact her cooking has 
fallen off something terrible. 
Conditions got so bad that I gave 
up practice and spent my time in- 
vestigating and even went so far 
as to write to Cornell University. 
Today I received the following 
letter: 
Dear Mr. Corwin: 


There is no real question about 
the origin of the Cornell Alma 
Mater. In 1887 Archibald C. Weeks 
wrote the Cornell Librarian about 
it. He said that he and his room- 
mate, Wilmot M. Smith ’'74, took 
great pleasure in singing together 
the lugubrious ballad of Annie 
Lisle. He says: “I proposed that 
we adapt a college song to the 
music, and suggested the first two 
lines of the first verse; he respond- 
ed with the third and fourth, I 
with the fifth and sixth and he 
with the seventh and eighth. The 
chorus was the result of mutual 
suggestion The next tw 
verses were shortly after composed 
by me.” 

But what accounts for the phe- 
nomenal success of the song, taken 
as a model by half the country’s 
high schools and a large proportion 
of colleges? 


Yours very truly, 
Morris Bishop, Ithaca. 
Trusting that this confuses things 
more than ever, I remain your 
faithful servant, 
Hilary Corwin, Huntington. 
Note: To Counselor at Law Cor- 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books. mans and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
174A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














win, thanks. And may his mighty 
sense of good humor never fade. 
Editor. 


Company’s 110th Year 


Am on the tail-end of a long 
vacation, returning home in an- 
other week or so. Enclosing a snap 
of the new Mary Adams. Aboard 
her we have been living for the 
past two months; Florida and the 
Bahamas have delightful cruising 
waters, but the winds blow all the 
time. 

John Nicholson, Pompano Beach, 

Florida. 

Note: Mr. Nicholson is president 
of Nicholson & Galloway of New 
York and Brookville, renovators of 
schools, churches, banks, public 
buildings, etc., which company is 
110 in this year of history. Editor. 


To Restore Milestones 


Again I am enclosing our re- 
newals and want you to know how 
much we all enjoy the Forum. 

As this is The Year of History for 
New Yo k State, thought you might 
be interested to know that along 
with a group of interested citizens 
we are going to restore the mile- 
stones or monuments throughout 
Southold Town. I have been in- 
formed by Town Historian Way- 
land Jefferson that these mile- 
stones were erected about 1756. 
Southold Town has 30 and River- 
head Town six. 

Arch Young, Southold. 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
York. 
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LONG ISLAND 
Books—Maps— Prints 
Paintings—Documents 
Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 


215 Main Street 


Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 


Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 


The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 


ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. ORiole 1-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Phone CHapel 9-2000 














Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 








FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 











— 
— 
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“Geen-cA ge Education in the 1820's 


BOY who wanted an educa- 

tion on early Long Island 
had a difficult time; he had to 
travel long distances and to stay 
away from home for months on 
end. His parents had heavy ex- 
penses to meet and if these letters 
from the Museum at the Manor of 
St. George are typical, just as much 
worry as is current today. The 
worries then were money, marks, 
and the teen-agers behaviour and 
desire to “keep up with the 
Joneses”. So it was when Point 
Billy, William Smith of Smith's 
Point, Long Island, sent his son 
William ‘Indiana’? Smith to acad- 
emies at Miller’s Place, Easthamp- 
ton and Jamaica, and finally, to 
Yale College. 

Despite an aristocratic _ back- 
ground and ancestry, Point Billy 
was a plain man, a frugal, hard- 
working farmer; he was the son of 
U. S. Senator John Smith, grand- 
son of Judge William Smith who 
was a leader in the Revolutionary 
War, and head of the Manor found- 
ed in the 1690's by Colonel (and 
Lord) William ‘Tangier’ Smith. 
But requests for extra pocket money 
usually sent him off into a tirade, 
keeping up with society interested 
him not one bit, and he wanted 
his children to become well-edu- 
cated. self-sufficient, and above all, 
morally above reproach. So we can 
understand if this letter from thir- 
teen-year-old William annoyed 
him: 

“East Hampton, Feb. 26th, 1820 
“Dear Father 

“T now sit down to write you a 
few lines to let you know that I 
am in good health, and hope these 
few lines find you in the same con- 
dition. In the last letter which 
you wrote me, you seemed to think 
that my first money had gone to 
Millers store. as to that I think 
you are quite much mistaken. for 
I have not laid out four shillings 
in Millers store since I have been 
in Easthamton. 


“You say money is much easier 
spent than acquired; that I know 
as well as you do, and I believe 
I am as Prudent as any one can 
possibly be. but you cannot expect 


Chester G. Osborne 


that I shall spend no money at all. 
and you said that you was having 
a pair of shoes mad for me: as 
thoug you doubted my honesty . . . 

“If you wish to have something 
for the Easthamton People to talk 
about you can send a Pair of shoes 
down here. I have been waiting 
for them a great while but have 
not received them: and so hav taken 
the liberty to have a pair made 
but I have not Paid for Them. 

“If you cannot afford to let me 
have any of your money I left 
seven dollars when I came from 
home and I wish you would send 
me that or some other for I am 
in need of it, and can lay it out 
to a better use than buying such 
things as you imagine I do, out 
of Millers store.” 

Young William writes about 
money, but at last gets to his 
studies: “on the eighteenth of Janu- 
ary I began to study Lattin. I 
borrowed my books (as there was 
none to be bought). Mr. Brown 
says that he never saw a beginner 
recite better than I do. I want 
you should buy me a Lattin dic 
tionary and a book called the cor- 
deri a Lattin grammar and two vol- 
umes of virgil. I want you should 
send them down as soon as you can 


obtain them for these that I have 
got are verry poor ones. and I do 
not like to have people say that 
I have to borrow my books. and 
like wise I want my ciphering book 
down here for Mr. Brown says that 
I must have it here at the examin- 
ation to sho to the Trustees. 

“You must excuse bad writing 
for I went to a Party last evening 
and I had so many Ladies to bear 
up coming home that my arms ache 
so that I cannot hold a pen. you 
must excuse my bad grammar and 
bad spelling and like wise my au- 
dacity. I am your affectionate son 

William H Smith Esqr 
(P.S.) I should be glad to have 
seven dollars if you are willing to 
spare so much.” 

Despite the disturbing tone of 
the letter, young William was a 
good student and when he was fif- 
teen Point Billy decided to send 
him to Yale. That college was a 
favorite with Long Islanders: it had 
a good name, though William was 
to dispute this, and it was far easier 
to reach than institutions in New 
York or elsewhere. To get to New 
York from eastern Long Icland 
meant days of travel over crooked, 
bumpy roads, or a very long sail; 
but there was considerable traffic 
across the Sound to New Haven 


Continued on Page 94 





Clinton Academy East Hampton, 1785 
From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





__ Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 
Northport 


EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main St., Northport 
ANdrew 1-8108 
Member L. I. Real Estate Board 














Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 


Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 








Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 





Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic. Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mor'gages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















Ship “Seven Seas”, March 1 


Departed on schedule; saw Lady 
Liberty with the setting sun for 
beautiful background. She stands 
there quite proudly and though we 
look forward to our trip we'll be 
glad to see her in May. 

Passed old Brooklyn Heights and 


the quaint St. George Hotel, the 
Borough Hall buildings and the 
Williamsburgh Bank in the dis- 


tance. If it weren’t overshadowed 
by Manhattan Brooklyn would be 
(and is of course) quite a city. 

Bay Ridge has certainly changed 
from the beautiful houses that used 
to stand along the shore, now the 
parkway and giant apartments all 
along. When we passed Governor’s 
Island I thought of the tales of 
Wouter Van Twiller using it for 
pasture land, driving his cattle over 
Buttermilk channel. Wonder if it’s 
true. 

Passed Gravesend Bay and the 
Lady Moody territory. The Half 
Moon Hotel where Henry Hudson 
is supposed to have landed stands 
above everything in Coney Island. 
It was dark at Rockaway and all 
along the south shore. 

Met a Dutch lady last night who 
lives near Breukleyn in Holland. 
She has nine children and they are 
known as the Dodgers. 

Will mail this in Halifax tomor- 
row. Have time to go ashore there. 
My father always said that Halifax 
was a wonderful town for shopping. 
You can get all the crackers and 
nails you want. 

Charles J. McDermott, Contribut- 
ing Editor. 

Note: Mr. and Mrs. McDermott, 
of Quiogue, West Hampton, are 
spending five weeks abroad. 


Maidstone Club Is Right 


I found the articles on storms 
on Long Island (February Forum) 
fascinating refuting many of the 
items which appeared after the ’38 


hurricane to the effect that this 
had been the first in over 100 
years. 


However, isn’t the picture which 
accompanies the article that of the 
Maidstone Club in East Hampton 
rather than Westhampton as the 
caption indicates? 

(Mrs.) Eunice 
East Hampton. 


Telfer Juckett, 


We enjoy the Forum so much 
we may have to get two copies 
some day as we are all so anxious 
to read it when it comes. Mrs. 


P. V. Ketcham, Riverhead. 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 

JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water frontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L, L 
FOrest 8-9322. 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 














Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


INSURANCE 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-260u0 











Babylon 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadwey and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 





Westbury 





HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Fioral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 








East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete Insurance Service 
Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 








" BENJT. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 
EAST /JETAUKET 
— island, New York 

a 1.101 Setauket a 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0876 




















“Uncle Josie’s” Memorial 


I am a great-great-grandson of 
the Captain “Uncle Josie” Robinson 
whom you mentioned in your ar- 
ticle in the March Long Island For- 
um. I thought you might be in- 
terested in an addition to your 
story of the sinking of the Glorian. 
The story was told to me by my 
grandmother, Belle Robinson Bailey 
of Patchogue, and was told to her 
by her grandparents, Joseph and 
Abigail Tuthill! Robinson of East 
Patchogue. 

When Josie Robinson came 
ashore after the sinking of the 
Glorian, he rested for two days at 
a farmhouse and then proceeded 
to walk to East Patchogue. In 
the meantime a memorial service 
was planned at the local church 
for all who had gone down with 
the fleet. It took him over two 
days to walk to East Patchogue, 
and as he approached his home, his 
wife was standing in the front room 
drawing on her gloves before going 
to the church service. 

As she saw a man coming up the 
front walk, she said out loud to 
the family - - “If I didn’t know 
that my Josie was dead, I would 
say it was he coming up the front 
walk.” Joseph and Abigail Robin- 
son arrived at the church ten min- 
utes after the service had started, 
and as they walked down the aisle, 
the service broke up in confusion. 
It was resumed a half hour later. 
So, in a manner of speaking, Josie 
Robinson attended his own mem- 
orial service. 

I hope that you may find this of 
some _ interest. 

Edward Smith 3rd, Sayville. 


Garden City Reports 


The 1958 annual report of Garden 
City, just issued by its village 
board, is a well illustrated, highly 
informative booklet, covering every 
phase of the municipal government 
and listing public institutions. A 
worthwhile, useful achievement. 


Washington a Bad City 

In its March 4, 1859 issue The 
Long-Islander of Huntington de- 
clared editorially: ‘There is not 
on this whole continent another so 
vile a center of vice and debauch- 
ery as our National Capital. From 
the political bargainings of Bu- 
chanan at the White House, down 
to the assignations in hovels ‘hired 
from negroes’, rank corruption 
stews and steams in that city of 
iniquity.” 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 











Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE-REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 




















208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
A, LONG ISLAND 
lier, eal, ESTATE 
INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 
Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylen 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 


When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Continued from Page 84 

June 8, 1882; Nancy Smith, born 
1802, died 1869; Joel Smith, born 
Jan. 17, 1805, died Aug. 24, 1824, 
unmarried; Letitia Smith, born July 
4, 1809, died June 9, 1887; Elea- 
zer H. Smith, born 1811, died May 
20, 1882. 

Juliana Smith married: 1. July 
4, 1814 Samuel Scudder Smith who 
died 1816. To them was born one 
child, Juliana Smith. 2. Novem- 
ber 14, 1818, Gamaliel Taylor, 
born 1782, died 1854. His first 
wife was Tryphema Smith. See 
Newton family, (Ellen Taylor New- 
ton). 

Nancy Smith married: 1. January 
18, 1817, Thomas S. Field; 2. Mr. 
Wheeler. Five of her children 
died of consumption, aged ranging 
from" 13 to 32. 

Isaac Smith, Jr., married June 8, 
1830 Catherine Maria Griffith. 
(See John Clark Family). 

Letitia Smith married Nathaniel 
Franklin Smith, nicknamed “Nate’’. 
To them was born one daughter, 
Emily, who married Thomas New- 
ton. 

Eleazer Hawkins Smith married: 
1. Oct. 1, 1838, Elizabeth Curtis; 
2. Sept. 8, 1848, Ruth Curtis, sis- 
ter of Elizabeth. 

By his first wife three children 
were born: Rhenelcha E., born 
April 7, 1840, died December 17, 
1889; Julia Augusta, born 1842, 
died April 6, 1894; Marshall 
Everett, May 18, 1844, killed in 
Civil War, unmarried. 

By his second wife eight children 
were born: Mary Elizabeth, born 
August 21, 1847, died Sept. 1919; 
Louisa Floyd, born December 24, 
1849, died April 6, 1927; Gold 
Silliman, born January 22, 1853, 
died Sent. 9 1852: Lewis Wick- 
ham, born November 22, 1853, 
died Oct. 7, 1890, not married; 
Joel Griffith, born September 4, 
1855, died Nov. 24, 1916, not 
married; John Milton, born Oct. 
14, 1857; Eliza Matilda, horn Feb- 
ruarv 11, 1860, died April 6, 1879 
of T.B.; Annie Everett, born De- 
cember 15, 1861. 

In early 1800 “Tailor Isaac 
Smith” built an Inn upon nearly 
the same site as the present Saint 
James Hotel. He entertained 
travellers often without any recom- 
pense. A few years later the Inn 
burned and he moved his family 
back into the “house beside the 


Continued on next page 
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1 ON YOUR 


4/9 SAVINGS 


AT 


Bay SHORE FEDERAL SAVINGS 


























“The Thirteen Tribes” 


By Paul Bailey 


A brief account of the names, 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well Illustrated 





Fourth Printing Now Ready. $1 Postpaid 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
Amityville, N. Y. 

















“Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. |. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
trated. Postpaid $1. 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
Amityville, N. Y. 
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road,’ where he lived until he built 
another house just east of the now 
Hosea Davis house on Moriches 
Road, or directly opposite the 
junction Lake Ave. and North 
Country Road. He was not only 
a tailor, farmer, inn keeper, but he 
loved horses and made many a 
horse deal. His wife, Juliana 
Hawkins Smith, died June 9, 1812, 
and for the remaining years of his 
life he had a housekeeper most of 
the time; his daughter, Letitia. act- 
ing as such (though married she 
still lived at home) until he passed 
on to his reward October 24, 1851. 

He was too generous for his own 
good. He was a hale fellow well 
met. He borrowed money in order 
to loan to friends and neighbors. 
He possessed a happy disposition 
and always wore a smile, and was 
beloved by all who knew him. “He 
lived in ihe house beside the road 
and was a friend to man.” Though 
he had owned at one time, about 
1600 acres of land, he died a poor 
man. Sometime before his demise 


his creditors foreclosed upon him 
and he was obliged to take up resi- 
dence in the Spafford Brown house 
nearer the Head of the Harbor, 
and most of his property fell to 
the late Joel L. G. Smith (born 
June 11, 1819; died May 16, 1876) 


He had set apart a burial plot 
just back of William Monohan’s 
blacksmith shop with a permanent 
right of way leading to it. He 
saw to it that the right of way was 
recorded in books at the Riverhead 
Court House. He was buried be- 
side his wife in the Isaac Smith 
Burying Ground, a spot he held 
dear and kept in splendid order and 
inclosed with a fence of hardwood. 
Thus ended the earthly career of 
“Tailor Isaac’’ Smith and thus ‘“‘the 
house beside the road’ passed out 
of the Joseph Smith line to whom 
Job Smith had given it so many 
years earlier. Many changes fol- 
lowed. In the early 60's the little 
house became the property of Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrick McKitrick. 

In the Spring of 1888 Mr. Wil- 
liam Monohan purchased the prop- 
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erty on the corner of North Coun- 
try Road and Moriches Road from 
Timothy Smith who also owned the 
property of the late Mayor Gaynor. 
Mr. Monohan established a black- 
smith business in the buildings he 
erected just north of his house, 
now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ho- 
sea Davis, Mrs. Davis being a 
daughter of Mr. Monohan. The 
house built by “Tailor Isaac” 
Smith burned and the land is still 
idle. 

In 1891 “the house beside the 
road’ came back into the Richard 
Bull Smith family, when it was 
purchased by Mr. Prescott Hall 
Butler. It is now owned by Mr. 
Charles S. Butler and remains quite 
the same as it did when it was 
erected for Stephen Smith, 1735-40. 





Horton’s Point Light 


Horton’s Point Light at Southold, 
overlooking the Sound and now a 
museum, was fueled with lard-oil 
for some years... In 1884 kerosene 
was introduced there. In its earliest 
years whale-oil was used. 




















THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


| OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
| FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 








PARK 7-3600 
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and one might, with favorable 
winds, cross in a few hours. 

The first Long Islanders we 
know of to graduate from Yale 
College were Jeremiah Miller of 
Easthampton, a magistrate and 
member of the Assembly of the 
Province of New York; Richard 
Sackett of Newtown, Queens Coun- 
ty, a Presbyterian minister; and 
Benjamin Woolsey of Jamaica, an- 
other minister who in 1720 was 
ordained in Southold. All gradu- 
ated in 1709, and the three con- 
stituted a third of the little class 
of nine members! 

In 1822, Yale was still desirable 
for Long Islanders, and on October 
Ist young William sent home a 
letter in care of ““Mr. Gabriel, Wad- 
ing River Mills”: 

“Dear Father 

“T arrived in town yesterday safe, 
and found that James Bunnell had 
obtained a room out of College, 
as fine a room as any in New 
Haven and was waiting for me; 
we have to get up in the morning 
to go to the college to attend pray- 
ers and eat breakfast by candlelight. 
the freshman class consists of about 
a hundred students. We are pretty 
well fixed, I'll assure you, we ha @ 
just about far enough to walk in 
the morning to clear our intelects, 
and give us a good apetite for 
breakfast ~ 

Point Billy gives the usual ad- 
vice to a college boy; the letter is 
of June 16, 1823: “I charged you 
not to run into debt by no means 

- never buy anything unless you 
have the means to pay with - - 

[ am very fearfull that you will 
act in some way so that certain 
people will have a cause to talk 
about you as it may respect your 
conduct - - - you must know that 
there are people who are fond of 
these things and only want an op- 
portunity. But I cannot say that 
I have heard anything amiss . . .” 

William’s next letter would give 
“certain people” something to talk 
about, though he himself “kept 
clear’’: 

“New Haven 30th March 1824 

“Dear Father 

“that you may not feel anxious 
concerning me I have taken this 
upportunity to inform you that I 
am still well; it is with much dif- 
ficulty that I can find time to write 
to you, being kept so close: to give 
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you some idea of the celerity with 
which we dispatch our business here 
I would inform you that we have 
been over Surveying and Navigation 
twice in three weeks; besides getting 
two long lessons in Greek and Latin 
every day; our chief study is mathe- 
matics in which I think I shall be 
well versed tefore I leave college. 

“Yale college like Princeton has 
seen its best days. There is another 
college to be built in New Haven 
by the Episcopalians, who will not 
send their children to Yale.  Be- 
sides this there has been a kind of 
war going on this whole term be- 
tween the faculty and students. The 
faculty on the one hand have sev- 
erely punished every crime which 
they have detected and on the other 
hand the students have grown more 
michievous in proportion as the 
faculty have punished them more; 
about sixty have been sent off since 
I last came here. 

“There have been a number of 
crackers fired off in the college, 
which greatly injured the buildings 
(a cracker is a quantity of powder 
wound tight in two or three thou- 
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sand yards of twine); on Thursday 
last the college chapel was allmost 
torn to pieces by one containing as 
was supposed about eight pounds 
of powder, every window was taken 
away, the seats blown to pieces, and 
the pulpit blown to atoms. But 
hitherto have I kept clear. Our 
examination will take place about 
the 12th of May when I shall come 
home and hope to find you all in 
good health. Commend me to all. 
From your affectionate son, Wil- 
liam Smith.”’ 

Point Billy, as helpless at a_ dis- 
tance as most parents still are, could 
only pace the floor and sigh, and 
get some of his feelings down in 
his stiff-handed scrawl: 

“I hope that your Education 
May be profitable for you but I 
am fear full that it will not. New- 
haven is a Profligate Place and has 
Ruined Many and if you are not 
Careful and Prudent you will be 
one of That Unhappy Number.” 


I enjoyed Mr. Roy E. Lott’s ar- 
ticle on “Uncle Jesse” Conklin in 
the Forum. Mrs. Louis Longcore, 
Lawrence, Mich. 
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“he ramp Steamer Gluckauf 


ARCH 25, 1892, brought a 

southerly gale to Long Is- 
land. The ocean kicked up gigantic 
combers which broke in fury on the 
outer bar of Fire Island Beach, 
some four hundred yards outside 
highwater mark; then raced like 
white-maned horses to the beach 
itself, sending spume and spray 
over the narrow strip of sand which 
lay between the shore and the nak- 
ed dunes. 

From out this wild world, into 
the jurisdiction of the Blue Point 
Lifesaving Station, which stood 
three miles east of Water Island, 
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| Monumental Work 


HH. P. Horton 


Editorial Note 

The wreck of the Gluckauf (also 
svelled Gluckoff) is a twice-told tale 
for the Forum, at the reyuest of a 
number of new readers. The au- 
thor presents it from a different 
angle. 
came the German tank - steamer 
Gluckauf. It was early evening as 
she approached the outer bar, driv- 
en helplessly by the gale despite 
her anchors which had been drop- 
ped some time before. As the 


Blue Pointers, under Captain 
Frank Rorke, watched from the 
beach, unable to launch a surfboat 
or fire a lifeline, the Gluckauf 
struck. 

All night the surfmen stood vigil 
in the glare of huge driftwood fires 
which they built along the beach 
not only to warm themselves and 
dry their soaked garments, but to 
serve as beacons of hope to the 
German seamen who waited for 
morning and possible rescue. 


During the night a Luckenbach 
wrecking tug, called by telegram, 
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from New York. 
At daybreak the Bellport and Lone 
Hill Lifesaving crews joined the 
Blue Point contingent to find that 
the latter had already set up and 
anchored a lyle-gun and were await- 
ing the first opportunity to fire a 
lifeline across the tanker’s deck. 
The little brass cannon had been 
loaded with an extra heavy charge 
of powder to carry its missile four 
hundred yards seaward in the teeth 
of the gale, To an eye in the 
projectile had been attached an es- 
pecially light but strong lifeline 
which lay carefully coiled in a box 
beside the gun. 

At a lull in the gale, the gun 
was fired. The shot went true. The 
line settled amidships and was 
quickly retrieved by the Gluckauf’s 
crew." Hauling in, they gradually 
dragged the heavy cable and breech- 
es buoy from shore to ship. To 
the buoy were attached directions 
in three languages explaining how 
to use the apparatus. No time was 
lost aboardship in following these 
directions. In pairs the tanker’s 
crew were finally brought ashore, 
being dragged through rather than 
above the heavy sea. The life- 
savers were adept at this sort of 
rescue work. Instead of hand-haul- 
ing the breeches buoy and its hu- 
man load ashore, they would grasp 
the line and race at top speed up 
the beach. 


arrived offshore 


For days thereafter the aban- 
doned tanker lay on the far side 
of the outer bar constantly bom- 
barded by the full sweep of the 
Atlantic. At times, however, would 
come lulls in the southerly gale 
and it was during such brief periods 
that the wrecking people, working 
from their tug out beyond the bar, 
managed to attach several hausers 
to the tanker’s stern which lay sea- 
ward. Thus they awaited an es- 


pecially high tide which came on 
April 7, and with it came another 
terrific southerly storm. 

Wind and waves loosed the great 
ship from its sandy bed and the 
cables, altcrnately tautening and 
slackening with the motion of the 
ship, gradually worked the tanker 
free. As the tug began its tow 
westward toward New York, the 
storm increased in fury as though 
making a last frantic effort to re- 
tain its prey. One hauser parted, 
then another and another, and the 
Gluckauf, lifted on a mountainous 
sea, was thrown completely over 
the bar into the deeper inshore 
water. Nothing then could stop 
her from driving bow-on into the 
shore itself 

That was the end of the great 
German tanker. As day succeeded 
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day, her stern, weighted with ma- 
chinery, settled deeper into the 
sand while her bow went ever high- 
er until it could be seen from the 
mainland, across the five-mile bay, 
towering above the dunes of the 
beach. 

Summer after. summer, vacation- 
ers to Water Island, then a popular 
resort, used the. derelict as a place 
for picnics and many a snapshot 
was taken from her slanting for- 
ward with a little Brownie 
Kodak which was then adding to 
the gaiety of the Gay Nineties. 

Finally, at about the turn of the 
century, junk-dealers stepped in. 
Laying a narrow-guage railroad 
across Great South Beach from bay 
to ocean, using horse-drawn cars, 
they broke up what remained un- 
buried of the Gluckauf and shipped 


deck 
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the pieces to New. York by way of 
Fire Island Inlet. The greater part 
of the tanker, however, could not 
be salvaged. It still lies beneath 
the sands where she struck on 
April 7, 1892. Other coasts, rock- 
bound or coral-reefed, more quick- 
ly grind their prey into oblivion; 
but Fire Island buries her victims 
alive, buries them slowly and so 
surely that future generations may 
bake clams and _ roast weenies 
above their graves and in the eve- 
ning glow tell ghost stories of the 
ships and sailors whose bleached 
carcasses lie within easy earshot. 
Continued from page 87 

lookout was posted at top of the 
main-mast, watching across the low 
island seaward. 

As a matter of course, the fisher- 
man’s story had caused great excite- 
ment, and close watch was being 
kept on the ship from several points 
along the mainland. Finally, on 
the third morning, observers could 
see two long-boats putting off from 
the beach and returning to the ship. 
Plainly, whatever activity they had 
been upon had been done during 
the night, and to the shore-dweller 
of that period there was but one 
answer. 

The two boats were hoisted 
aboard and the ship up-anchored, 
and under short sail drifted toward 
the inlet. A quarter-mile off the 
point she dropped both boats again, 
eight men in each, and with a haw- 
ser strung to them, they towed the 
ship through the inlet; a seaman 
in the bow of the first casting a 
lead and a lookout atop the fore- 
mast directing the helmsman. 

As might well be expected, no 
sooner was the mysterious vessel 
under full sail and reaching off the 
coast, than four boats put out from 
the mainland and to the shore off 
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which the stranger had anchored. 
Each boat had from six to eight 
men aboard, and reaching the beach 
they split into groups of three and 
four and made a methodical search 
through the maze of dunes and 
brush. Soon some commenced to 
run across the tracks made by an- 
other group, and the shouts brought 
all running to that point, so that 
before many hours had passed the 
area was criss-crossed with their 
own tracks and the search proved 
fruitless. Less haste and the ser- 
vices of an indian tracker might 
have brought results. 

During the two years that fol- 
lowed the departure of the name- 
less ship, searching parties literally 
honeycombed that portion of the 
beach, but without success. Many 
theories have been advanced about 
the strange vessel. One in par- 
ticular seems most probable, and it 
is that the ship was originally a 
man-o-war guarding a convoy of 
gold-laden vessels. Temptation led 
to mutiny and attack on her own 
fleet. Perhaps partial success, be- 
fore she was beaten off, led her 
north to escape retribution and the 
hangman. 
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A. T. Stewart’s Burial 


Most interesting to me was Paul 
Bailey’s story on the storms: of 
Long Island (March Forum). I 
have been pushed around in many 
of them including the blizzard of 
’88 and several hurricanes on Flor- 
ida’s east coast. 


Here is another bit of island his- 
tory. My uncle George Brill of 
New York was employed by an 
undertaker to help place the body 
of A. T. Stewart beneath the Cath- 
edral at Garden City, erected to his 
memory. 

The body had first been interred 
in New York but had been stolen 
and held for ransom. When his 
alleged body arrived from Canada, 
supposedly obtained from the kid- 
nappers, no one could be sure the 
one placed under the Cathedral was 
that of A. T. Stewart. Many times 
in later years with my uncle I 
visited the Cathedral and _ stood 
above what may or may not be 
the final resting place of the man 
who founded Garden City. 


George E. Hart, Wading River.. 


Note: In a brief history of the 
Cathedral in the December 1939 
Forum, the Very Rev. Dean Arthur 
B. Kinsolving 2nd told the story 
of this kidnapping. 
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Fashion Know-How 
Is Like Money in the Bank 


As well as the future profes- 
sionals, many a girl or woman who 
doesn't necessarily want a career 
is at work in the Traphagen School 
of Fashion’s Clothing Construction 
classrooms in bright, high-ceiling- 
ed studios at 1680 Broadway (52nd 
St.), New York. In courses short 
or long, a girl can learn to sew 
from patterns if she likes, but with 
a little training in draping she'll 
find herself creating originals, or 
copying that little high-priced suit 


by Monsieur X she saw in the 
store. the fashion show, or even 
in a nicture in a magizine. In this 


do-it-yourself era, know-how in 
sewing and design is just as valu- 
able as money in the bank to a 
career girl or homemaker alike. 
Thus, she not only pays the tuition 
while. in school but reduces to a 
minimum the cost of being well 
dressed throughout life. 

A young man does well too with 
the money-in-the-bank idea. David 
Pequegnat (left in the picture with 
his sister) is paying his way at 
Traphagen and finishing his train- 
ing as a designer by creating clothes 
from original designs which he 
sells or makes to order for women 
who want originality and high- 
style in their wardrobes. All three 
of the dresses shown here were 
designed and made by him, and 
he is not the first student at the 
school who has more than made 
ends meet by using his knowledge 
and skills while still studying. 

A woman who does it herself in 
fashion can mix luxury with ec- 
onomy in being a “best-dressed,” 
and find herself a creative hobby 
too. 


Blizzardaires Seek Members 


The Blizzard Men and Ladies of 
1888 is seeking new members at $2 
a year. They should be sent to 
the Secretary-Treasurer, Fred Sch- 
neider, 6384 Fitchett street, Forest 
Hills 74, N. Y. 


Greetings from Up-State 


Since spending a delightful week's 
vacation in and around Stony 
Brook last summer, and since read- 
ing interesting Forum articles 


about that part of the Island, I 
have a greater sentimental enthus- 
iasm for Long Island. For many 
years the Island, for me, extended 
from Riverhead to Orient. Con- 
tinue to give me a chance to know 
more of from Riverhead west. 

(Miss) Marian A. Rowley, Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. 


Would Save Oldest House 


The Wyckoff Association of Am- 
erica has launched a drive to raise 
$300,000 to purchase, renovate and 


preserve the Wyckoff House at 
1330 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn 
(erected 1638), the oldest frame 


dwelling in America. Association 
President Ernest H. Wyckoff of 
Stroudsburg, Pa. heads the drive. 
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Richard and the Bull 

Liked your Bull Smith poem, but 
the way I heard the story years 
ago as a boy, Smith saddled the 
bull, put him in a cart, hitched a 
horse to the cart and, mounting the 
bull, drove the horse around the 
borders of future Smithtown.. 

Osman C. Lane, Chief of Police, 
Retired, Southampton. 


One Oyster; 26 Pearls 
According to the March 19, 1909 


issue of the Patchogue Advance 
“George Conklin of Pearl street 
shipped a barrel of oysters last 


week to Daniel Sprague of Bridge- 


port, Conn. In one of the small 
oysters Mr. Sprague found 26 
pearls.” 
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Yes... for pure comfort 
nothing equals air 
conditioning! Just think: the 
air you breathe is filtered, 
dehumidified, cooled. You'll 
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1915 Twister at Hempstead 

Your story on L. I. weather in 
the March issue of the Forum was 
very interesting. You made a good 
point when you pointed out that 
the Blizzard of 1888, tho less severe 
than that of 1811, caused more 
havoc because people had learned 
to become interdependent—i.e. less 
independent. Today, if the elec- 
tricity goes off, people are in des- 
perate straits. 

I believe it was about 1915 that 
Hempstead was hit by a small tor- 
nado o- “twister”. I remember 
the occasion very well Lut can’t fix 
the dite exactly. The air was very 
auiet. the sky dark. with red 
strea'ts among the clouds, when the 
strong wind struck. Small trees 
were bent nearly to the ground, 
dust rose in the air. However, 
our house was not in its direct 
path, it was soon over and no harm 
was done. However, this tornado 
cut a swath thru the village which 
was quite narrow. It was much 
less than 50 ft. wide—might have 
been as narrow as 15 or 20 ft. 
But in that p2th, every tree, even 
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the la-gest and strongest, was 
blown to the ground. I do not 
thirk much damage was done to 
any houses. The remarkable thing 
was the narrowness of the path 
and the total destruction of trees 
in that narrow path. 

Felix E. Reifschneider, 
New Jersey. 


Fairton, 


Saw Several Seapusses 


The seapusses described by var- 
ious writers in-the Forum from 
time to time were unlike several 
that I saw one day at Jones Beach. 
The seapuss, as I saw these, was 
a mass of swirling water about 25 
feet across that sucked swimmers 
towards its center. None of them 
could swim clear of it. Two life- 
guards were kept busy for about 
an hour, one swimming out with 
a lifering atttached to a light line 
while a guard on the beach passed 
out the line as he swam. 

Swimming into the swirl, the 
lifeguard told the swimmers to grab 
the line and he and they were 
hauled to the beach... This hap- 
pened to several groups as one aft- 
er another were caught in pusses. 

These swirls seemed to make up 
in the east and follow the shore- 
line until they disappeared in the 
west. There were several in sight 
at the same time. There was a 
strong southeast wind and a very 
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rough surf the sort of conditions 
that bathers should avoid. 
R. S. Abrams, Blue Point 


Old Roslyn Toll Gates 

I worder if any Forum readers 
can give me any information about 
the toll gates on the old Flushing- 
North Hempstead turnpike at Ros- 
lyn. In the 1870’s there were two 
toll gates, one at the convergence 
of Bar Beach road and Flushing- 
North Hempstead Turnpike on the 
west side of Roslyn and the other 
to the east of Roslyn on Northern 
Blv’d. opposite Town Path, North 
Roslyn. The present building in the 
Roslyn cemetery was the old toll 
gate house I am told. 

My great-grandfather Stephen 
Speedling bought the west toll gate 
house in 1888 and lived there until 
he passed away in 1922 at 87 years 
of age. I would be interested in 
knowing the toll rates, who the 
toll keeper was and whether the 
road was a dirt or plank road; in 
fact I would be interested in any 
information at all on these toll 
gates. Stewart Donaldson, Islip. 
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